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Student glad to be back on dry land 
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Along with the summits, the college has also 
formed a 25-person strategic planning team to 
help create the vision for NTCC’s future. The 
team, which will take part in two multi-day work-
shops, will look at the information gathered from 
the summits, as well as share their own ideas. 
Other members of the NTCC community will then 
participate in planning sessions that will put the 
plan into an actionable vision for presentation to 
the NTCC board in June.

Like Johnson, Godkin said coming up with the 
best ideas from both college and community mem-
bers is the best way to develop a successful plan. 
“People get inspired by listening to what others 
have to say,” Godkin said.

NTCC student Cory Myers, who attended one 
of the summits, said he was eager to have his voice 
heard. “My part, like others, was to listen to the 
speaker and watch videos that described exactly 
what is going on in the world of education,” he 
said. “Then we assembled at our randomly as-
signed tables and discussed what we took from 
the videos and gave our opinions. As a student, I 
found that not only was I able to learn from the dif-
ferent educators and administrators in my group, 
but they were able to learn from me.”

Myers said he liked the fact that students, as 
well as the community and staff, were involved in 
the planning process. 

“I think it is a brilliant and an important move in 
regards to planning the future of NTCC,” he said. 
“Involving the students and surrounding commu-
nity shows that the college administration actu-
ally values our opinion, and that they take stock 
in how we feel the future of our education should 
be shaped.”

Harts Bluff ISD Superintendent Eddie Johnson, 
who also attended one of the summits, took the 
opportunity to discuss the ways that technology 
is changing student learning. He said one of the 
future challenges for educators will be finding 
creative ways to interest students in what they are 
learning. He added that the future of education 
must include incorporating new ways of instruc-
tion into the classroom. 

“If we teach students the way we use to learn 
and ask them to regurgitate it, students will shut 
down,” Superintendent Johnson said. “It’s hard to 
go back to what we used to do.”

And as NTCC moves forward into the future 
with its new strategic plan, the president said it is 
all about getting a community conversation go-
ing. “We are seeking our collective best thinking,” 
Johnson said. 
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By Matt Markovitch 
Staff Writer

He can be seen on the NTCC 
Frisbee golf course. It has even 
been rumored that you might 
catch a glimpse of him walking 
through the halls as the grim 
reaper around All Hallows Eve. 

However, where you will find 
him most of the time is in his lab 
teaching students about the finer 
points of physics.  

Dr. Mark Bouwens is no 
novice to the world of science. 
Although he has only been at 
Northeast Texas Community 
College since 2011, he brings 
an extensive background in 
higher education and the study 
of physics. 

He graduated with his 
bachelors from the Florida 
Institution of Technology and 
received his masters and PhD 
from Florida Atlantic University 
(FAU) in Boca Raton, Fla. 

Besides teaching at Palm 
Beach Community College, 
Bouwens also worked for six 
years as a health physicist and 
inspector for the U.S. Nuclear 

Regulatory Commission.
Along with teaching, 

Bouwens has also been busy 
helping the Math and Science 
Department build up enrollment 
in the physics courses. 

In the short year and a half 
since he arrived at NTCC, the 
number of students enrolled 
in the program has effectively 
doubled. 

Bouwens said he personally 
went from class to class 
explaining to students how they 
would need to take physics if 
they planned to pursue a degree 
in fields like engineering.  

As the numbers continue to 
grow, Bouwens has developed a 
strong relationship with many of 
his students. 

“He is patient,” NTCC student 
Tyler Beadle said. “I think he 
enjoys working with students. 
Most every teacher knows 
enough about their subject 
matter to teach their subject. But 
not every teacher cares enough 
to teach effectively. He does.”  

Fellow student Michael Rhea 
agreed saying, “He makes 
learning physics easy and fun.”

The increase in students led the 
Math and Science departments 
to pursue a Whatley Employee 
Enhancement Grant that would 
allow Bouwens to purchase 
some high tech equipment for 
the physics lab. 

The grant was awarded in 
the amount of $2,700, which is 
being used to buy optic bench 
lenses and lasers. 

Bouwens said he plans to use 
the lenses in experiments that 
will allow the students to build 
telescopes. 

The lasers will have a more 
futuristic use with students 
creating holograms, holographic 
plates and 3-D images.  

“That is the cool thing I want 
to do with them,” Bouwens said. 
“The lasers will demonstrate 
how to use a simple concept of 
physics and make it exciting and 
cool.”

The professor’s love for the 
physics department has brought 
his wife, Kyle, onto campus as 
well. The artist and architect is 
helping her husband transform 

Strategic plan moves forward
College and community members discuss some of the videos they were shown during the recent 
Education Summit. 
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Bouwens works with students in the physics lab. His wife, Kyle’s, artwork featuring the space 
shuttle can be seen on the wall behind them.

Sharing a love of physics

Hall takes a moment to relax on the deck before the fire struck  
the ship’s engine. She had no idea what was to come. But, she 
said despite the experience, she will be willing to travel by cruise 
ship again.
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The passengers stood in line to receive food and beverages that 
were brought in on a plane. Hall said people eventually became 
greedy and began hoarding food . She recalled standing in line 
for the bare necessities. 
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what was going to happen to 
us.”

The Carnival Triumph was 
stranded between Mexican and 
U.S. waters after a fire in the 
engine kept boarded passengers 
from enjoying the rest of their 
trip and getting back to their 
families.

Hall and her sister set voy-
age on the Carnival Triumph to 
celebrate Hall’s birthday. The 
trip was a gift from her sister, 
and the two planned to have a 
great trip, never imagining that 
instead they would be in the 
headlines.

While Hall said she didn’t suf-
fer anything too traumatic, she 
does admit that at times she still 
has some unsettled moments 
when she recalls their experi-
ence. 

“I have a lot of emotions that 
I can’t explain since the cruise,” 
she said. “I’ll have tears come to 
my eyes and I can’t explain why 
they are there.”

Hall recently shared some 
of those experiences with The 
Eagle. 

She said because of the fire, 
passengers on the first floor of 
the ship could not stay in their 
rooms due to the strong smoke 
carrying through the halls. 
Those first-floor guests set up 
camp on the ship’s top deck, and 
Hall happened to be one of those 
passengers.

 “They would get sheets to 
put over us to make tents, I defi-
nitely ended up getting a sun tan 
from it,” Hall said. 

Besides having no rooms to 
sleep in, Hall said the living 
conditions were rough, but no 
one really had a choice on how 
things were done. There was 
only one thing to do and that was 
survive. The ship was drifting 
along in the water, which caused 
the bottom of the boat to mess 
up as well as the bathrooms to 
be in a non-working condition.

“We were given buckets to use 
the restrooms. Number one went 
in the bucket and for number 
two they would give you a red 
bag to use and then you dropped 
it in the bucket,” Hall said. “We 
had to leave the buckets in the 
showers and the crew would 
come by and pick them up.”

The buckets were taken and 
put at the bottom of the ship. Hall 
said due to a law, crew members 
were not allowed to throw any-
thing overboard into the water 
so the buckets remained on the 
ship for most of the trip.

“Even when the smoke 
cleared up, we couldn’t go back 
into our rooms on the first floor 
because the smell from every-
one’s bucket became too much,” 
Hall said. “People started get-
ting frustrated they didn’t un-
derstand why they just couldn’t 
throw that crap overboard. Fi-
nally they did.”

Hall said that the food supply 
was not really an issue at first, 
until people became greedy. Un-
necessary hoarding started and 
the frustration of having to wait 
for food started to set in.

“The plane that was bringing 
us supplies was having to make 
a bunch of trips because some 
people were keeping too much 
food for themselves and leaving 
others with none,” Hall said.

Within days the strain of be-
ing stranded began to take its 
toll on the passengers and crew. 
Hall said the days were filled 
with waiting in line to do every-
day necessities and lots of water 
for scenery.

“If you wanted to go to the 
bathroom you waited in line. If 
you wanted food you waited in 
line,” Hall said. “And you would 
wait for hours; it was just a lot of 

waiting and wondering, wonder-
ing if we were ever going to get 
home.”

Conditions grew increasingly 
harsh and waiting was tough but 
just the thought of the unknown 
is what was so unbearable for 
Hall.

“With the drifting of the boat 
both sides began to lean; it was 
almost like being on the Titanic 
to me,” Hall said. “When you’re 
drifting you don’t have control 
over what the boat could run 
into or over and it’s scary not 
knowing what’s going to happen 
to you.” 

While Hall remained stuck in 
the ocean, NTCC Cosmetology 
Director Debbie Lovelady and 
her fellow classmates watched 
the news and kept up to date on 
the boat’s progress once they 
figured out Hall was actually on 
the stranded ship.

“We knew she was going on 
a cruise, but we didn’t realize 
it was the Carnival Triumph,” 
Lovelady said. “When the story 
about the ship first came out, it 
was kind of joke, what if Gwen 
is on the Triumph.”

Lovelady said when they 
couldn’t reach Hall suddenly the 
concern for her became much 
more serious. One of Hall’s 
classmates called the travel-
ing agency that Hall had used 
and they found out their fellow 
classmate was in fact stranded 
with no way out. From that point 
on, all they could do was watch 
the news.

“We were concerned about 
what the situation was for 
Gwen,” Lovelady said. “We 
just kept thinking about all the 
things that could go wrong, and 
we were just concerned about 
seeing her on dry land again.”

The Triumph was on the third 
day of a planned four-day cruise 
when the fire crippled the ship. 
It was carrying more than 4,200 
people, including 3,100 passen-
gers. The Triumph was eventu-
ally towed into port in Mobile, 
Ala. Compensation was given to 
each passenger in order to make 
up for the trip.

Hall said each guest got $500 
for expenses and was offered 
a free trip on another Carnival 
cruise. 

Hall, unlike some guests, took 
the offer with open arms.

“The Triumph had no con-
trol over what happened on our 
trip,” she said. “The people who 
are filing lawsuits against the 
ship just want attention.”

Hall said the crew did ev-
erything they could to accom-
modate the passengers during 
the misfortunate trip and really 
made the decision to go on an-
other cruise that much easier.

“I’m already booked for an-
other cruise in 2014, and I’m 
not going to let what happened 
to me on the Triumph keep me 
from that cruise,” Hall said. “It 
was just something that hap-
pened, nobody had any control 
over it, and all we can do is 
move on from it.”
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by Ayana Payne
Staff Writer

The Northeast Texas Com-
munity College Student Gov-
ernment Association (SGA) 
is usually busy organizing the 
fun-filled activities that take 
place on campus. But, recently 
the group has been busy clean-
ing up a few things instead. 
SGA recently teamed up with 
the Welder’s Association to 
become a part of the Adopt a 
Highway program. 

The two organizations have 
will be cleaning a stretch of 
Highway 11 heading west to-
ward Pittsburg. 

“The Adopt A Highway 
program gives SGA members 
an opportunity to volunteer in 
their community while enjoy-
ing teamwork, exercise and 
beautiful roadside scenery,” 
Rico Willis, director of Student 
Activities and Multicultural 
affairs, said. “SGA is commit-
ted to meaningful projects that 
generate visible outcomes from 
the organization’s community 
service efforts.” 

The Adopt A Highway 
(AAH) program started in 
1985 and has stretched to oth-
er countries across the globe. 
AAH gives groups like SGA 
and the Welders Association 
the opportunity to participate 
in the Texas Department of 
Transportation’s litter preven-
tion program. 

Groups can adopt a stretch 
of highway for a minimum of 
two years. SGA adopted 2.9 
miles and the Welders Associa-
tion adopted two miles. Those 
adopting must agree to pick 
up litter four times per year or 
more in some areas depending 
on the traffic count. Adopt a 
Highway signs are posted with 
the adopter’s name on the sign. 
The program provides volun-

One less orphaned highway

SGA and Welders Association work to sweep the highway clean

teers with safety vests, litterb-
ags and safety training. 

The Adopt A Highway pro-
gram is another way for orga-
nizations to get involved with 
community service. 

“Developing a strong sense 
of community is one of the 
most important things that 
young people today need to 
master, and taking a Saturday 
to clean up our roads does just 
that,” SGA President Ashley 
Perzel said. 

The Welding Association 
members are also excited to be 
a part of the program. Marcos 
Sanchez, welding instructor 
and Welder’s Association ad-
viser, said the group teamed 
up with SGA to get students 
involved in the community and 
raise awareness of the Welding 
Program. He added that they 
also hope to give students a 
sense of being a part of some-

thing greater.
“The president of SGA came 

forward with the idea and the 
Welder’s Association decided 
to team together with SGA to 
be more efficient and encour-
age student camaraderie,” San-
chez said.

Perzel said SGA is pleased 
to have the opportunity to work 
with other students on the proj-
ect. “Teaming up with another 
NTCC organization is teaching 
us how, simply with a few extra 
hands, we can accomplish big-
ger and better things,” she said.

SGA Public Relations Di-
rector Asja Gatlin said it was 
Perzel who came up with the 
idea for the two organizations 
to team up. “She is loving the 
idea of everyone coming to-
gether because it is teamwork 
and we have a chance to expe-
rience something that we might 
not have experienced before,” 

Gatlin said. “It shows our com-
munity that we care about them 
and persuades others to get in-
volved.”

Willis said the program also 
helps the taxpayers. “Beauty is 
the reward in the end,” he said. 
“We really like the fact that our 
hard work enables the state to 
use more tax dollars on high-
way beautification rather than 
trash pickup.” 

He said it also gives the stu-
dents a chance to give back to 
both their state and their com-
munity. “We back the saying 
“Don’t mess with Texas,” Wil-
lis said. “We hope to get some 
more people to participate in 
our next cleanup day on March 
30.”

For more information on 
the Adopt A Highway program 
visit the website at http://www.
dot.state.tx.us/trv/aah/history.
htm

SGA students, plastic garbage bags in hand, make their way to the side of the adopted highway to pick up trash and other refuse 
that has been carelessly tossed aside.
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Students work hard to collect trash from the side of the road. Though it is a dirty job, someone 
has to do it.
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his lab into a space odyssey.
“We wanted to make the room presentable and interesting, so 

we did some brainstorming,” he said. The couple, parents to 6-year-
old daughter, Kaelyn, decided to highlight Bouwens’ Florida 
college connection to what he called the “space coast.”   

In her spare time, Kyle is using her artistic talent to create space-
themed murals that include the Mars rover, the space shuttle, the 
Apollo spacecraft and the International Space Station.  

Besides his love for physics, Bouwens has another side to him 
that most people wouldn’t quite expect. His playful antics have 
earned him a reputation around Halloween. Although he has never 
confirmed nor denied the claim that he is the grim reaper roaming 
the campus around the holiday, he would only say, “I have been 
known in the past to partake in Halloween in a joyous manner.”  

In addition, students have spotted him waking though the halls 
with Frisbee in hand. He enjoys playing on the newly-built Frisbee 
golf course on campus. Wouldn’t it be interesting if one day students 
saw the grim reaper playing Frisbee golf?

And while Bouwens has a passion for his field, he also has a sense 
of humor that allows him to connect with his students on a level 
that makes them see him for more then just a physics professor. 
They see him as a guide, a mentor and a friend.	  

By Ashley Perzel
Eagle Staff

The NTCC Welding 
Program is at its peak! With 
more than 240 currently 
enrolled students, the 
Welding Association student 
organization has raised nearly 
$3,000 through fundraisers, 
including selling decorative 
metal artwork and a BBQ 
chicken benefit. Students even 
built a 16’ trailer, which was 
raffled off a few weeks ago. 
The money will go toward 
providing welding jackets 
for the students, a welding 
scholarship and possibly a 
new X-ray testing machine. 

NTCC welding instructors, 
Sergio Sanchez and Marcos 
Sanchez, are serving as 
advisers to assist the Welders 
Association members as they 
work toward their multiple 
goals. The group is not only 
raising money, but they are 
also focusing on establishing 
student morale and building 
team-working skills. Some 
of the members even 
participated in the intramural 

volleyball tournament this 
past fall. 

Sanchez said the word that 
best describes his students is, 
“Enthusiastic. These guys not 
only look forward to coming in 
to better education and skills, 
but also to make this program 
grow and flourish for the 
future upcoming students.” 

He added that the success 
and progress of the welding 
program and the Welders 
Association is a process.  

“Success in life is a ladder 
that cannot be climbed with 
your hands in your pocket,” he 
said. “The individuals in this 
club dedicate so much of their 
personal time and efforts to 
make this program shine and 
reach the skies. They want to 
be the best they can be and 
set forward a good example 
for the rest.” 

Jesus Bernabe, a freshman 
this year, said the program has 
been more than rewarding. 
“The welding program has 
taught me how to become 
skilled at my trade by giving 
me hands-on training to be 
prepared for the work force.” 

Dr. Bouwens’ wife, Kyle, works on painting a Mars Rover on one 
of the walls in Bouwens’ lab.
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NTCC physics lab 
gets tech upgrades

The NTCC welding students pose for a quick group photo in 
one of the classrooms.
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Welding Association 
keeps growing

Math/Science Student 
Organization meets
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Joseph Hearron, a graduate student from the University 
of Texas in Arlington, speaks to the Math/Science students 
about vehicular technology and alternative energy. The 
organization will meet again on March 27 with George 
Leonberger and once more on April 29, with the guest 
speaker to be announced. All meetings are held during the 
activity period, from 12:20 to 1:00 p.m. 

February 28, March 1 & 2 at 7:30 p.m. March 3 at 2:05 p.m.
in the Whatley Center for the Performing Arts


