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By Josh Sheets
Staff Writer

In Northeast’s welding classroom, one can 
find anvils, vices, practice booths for individual 
welding assignments, cut and used metal 
fragments, and even a pack of sunflower seeds 
set at a workstation like a prize. 

Members of the Northeast Welding Association 
Club have recently taken on a project that is being 
worked on by students in other programs. Over 
the past few weeks, the students have constructed 
a drift trike that they plan to use as a recruiting 
tool for the welding program. 

“We’re excited about our new project 
that the students are working on,” Northeast 
Welding Instructor Marco Sanchez said. “It is 
a collaboration between automotive, auto-body 
and welding students. Every piece of this trike 
has been made in house.”

The trike, capable of reaching speeds between 
20 and 30 miles an hour, is made specifically for 
drifting or sliding around corners. 

It was constructed from the front forks and tire 
of a fat tire bicycle, which students then welded 
to the back half of a go-cart. 

A go-cart motor was set in a housing behind the 
driver. The auto-body students will be in charge 
of painting the finished trike. 

In order to achieve drifting, the smaller back 
tires are encased in a short cut section of a PVC 
pipe. 

The turning mechanism is constructed from a 
timing chain taken from a car, which gives the 
trike power steering capabilities. 

Every piece of bare metal tubing was 
manipulated and fabricated by Northeast welding 
students. 

The frame of the trike was TIG welded together 
by students in the Northeast Welding Association 
Club. The creation of the trike offered students 
from all three programs real world opportunities 
in its construction. 

“We really learned about time management 
and communication while working on the trike,” 
student Carson Walker said.“You had to get used 
to out-of-position welding situations,”student 
Justin Thacker said. “We really learned how to 
put our skills to use in a team effort.” 

The trike will be showcased at career days 
for Mount Pleasant ISD and at the Titus County 
Fair and when the body work is finished a 
demonstration will he held on the Northeast 
campus. 

Recently, a Dallas based cable network covered 
the drift trike for a segment of a feature about the 
welding, auto-body, and automotive clubs. The 
welding program at Northeast offers day and 
night time classes to prepare students for real 
world tasks and careers that are in high demand 
in North-East Texas. 

“The idea for the trike came from Youtube,” 
Sanchez said, “and we wanted to do a build 
that we could complete in one semester and not 
drag out.” The building of the trike has offered 
students an opportunity to take on something that 
is outside of the ordinary tests taken throughout 
the semester. 

Building the trike is not something that students 
get to take part of in everyday situations, from 
recycling something old to building something 
from scratch, the welding program made use of 
grants for the tools necessary in completing the 
project. Students involved in the club who helped 
build the trike can look at their work and say, “I 
built this with my own two hands.”

NTCC welding students build trike

By Scott Wilhite
Web Editor

State Representative David 
Simpson recently held a 
townhall meeting on the 
Northeast Texas Community 
College campus. 

It was his fourth town 
hall meeting that day as 
he was touring Northeast 
Texas discussing his new 
controversial bill, HB 2165, 
which repeals marijuana 
prohibition from all Texas 
statutes. 

Simpson started the meeting 
by briefly explaining how bills 
navigate their way through the 
legislature and then moved on 
to discussing the numerous 
bills he has submitted during 
the current legislative session.

Simpson then moved on to 
discuss his controversial bill, 
which would legalize all forms 
of marijuana use. 

“Some say I’m committing 
political suicide,” Simpson 
said. “But, when something 
doesn’t work right for 40 years, 
I believe we should return to 
the fundamentals.”  

Simpson has also submitted 
a bill aimed at ending asset 
forfeiture for anyone who has 
not been convicted of a crime. 

He said when the police 
stop someone because they 
are suspected of a crime, 
and they happen to be in 
their grandmother’s car, the 
car should not be subject to 
forfeiture.

When he discussed 
repealing the prohibition of 
marijuana, he said, “HB 2165 
ends all crimes that would 
end in incarceration of people 
that possess it or use it or sell 
it if they haven’t harmed their 
neighbor.” 

Simpson’s said his 
motivation for introducing his 
bill stems from a responsibility 
to his constituents. 

“It’s because there are 
numerous constituents in the 
district I serve that desire access 
to the plant, a responsible use 
of it to treat seizures, to treat 
PTSD, to treat cancer and to 
acute chronic pain,” he said. 

Simpson rationalized his 
bill and the use of the plant 
by quoting scripture from 
the Bible, specifically 1 

Timothy 4:4 and Romans 13.  
As Simpson explained, the 
passage in Timothy claims that 
everything created by God is 
good, including the marijuana 
plant, and that Romans speaks 
to civil magistrates and their 
role in the new covenant. 

“I am a Christian, but I don’t 
believe it is my duty as a civil 
magistrate, and I don’t think 
it’s appropriate to deal with 
their sins and some of their 
wrongdoing when they haven’t 
hurt their neighbor,” he said.

This session, Simpson has 
also introduced HB 1199 The 
Deceptive Trade Practices 
Act to Synthetic Drugs, which 
gives individuals the right to 
sue manufacturers for these 
kinds of drugs for damages that 
may be caused by their use. 

He said that as soon as one 
law is passed to criminalize one 
type of synthetic marijuana, 
another form of it is made. 

HB 1199 attacks the problem 
by allowing someone to say the 
seller of the drug committed 
fraud by selling it for human 
use when the packaging states 
it is not. 

As for the benefits Simpson 

mentioned, he said there are 
many soldiers that could use 
marijuana for the treatment of 
PTSD. 

He told a story about a young 
girl who lives in Texas who 
could have used the oil from 
the plant to treat her seizures 
and had to travel to Colorado 
for access to the treatment.  

In addition to medical 
benefits, Simpson said a huge 
economic boom resulting from 
the cultivation of hemp. 

Simpson said he has been 
busy attending town hall 
meetings over the previous 
week and that so far, with 
the exception of Kilgore,  his 
marijuana bill has had about a 
70/30 positive response from 
constituents. 

In Kilgore, Simpson guessed 
that there was about a 50/50 
split of those in favor of its 
passage. 

He pointed out that the 
meeting he attended at 
Herschel’s restaurant in Mount 
Pleasant earlier that day 
became somewhat heated as 
people discussed the two sides 
of the issue.

Simpson files marijuana bill

Senior Mechanical Engineer Brian Johnson of Aero Engineering, L3 Mission Integra-
tion, was on campus recently to speak to the NTCC Math/Science students. Johnson’s pro-
gram was called “Community College to Senior Mechanical Designer: How Community 
College Gave Me a Boost.”

Johnson graduated from Amarillo College with an associate degree in engineering before 
he transferred to Texas Tech University where he received his bachelors in mechanical 
engineering. He told students that he chose to start at a community college because of the 
lower tuition fees and smaller classes. Because the cost of his first two years was signifi-
cantly lower, Johnson said he was able to avoid debt when he attended the university. He 
said his instructors were focused on teaching, so he received the personal attention neces-
sary for his success. Johnson also spoke about his two favorite  Amarillo College profes-
sors. Johnson was asked about any changes he would make in his college experience. He 
replied that engineering majors would benefit from choosing jobs that require practical 
mechanical skills. 

 “Mr. Johnson’s visit to our campus was extremely valuable for students who are inter-
ested in a career in engineering.  He serves as a wonderful role model who understands 
their concerns,” Northeast Math Professor Dr. Paula Wilhite said. Johnson is the son of 
NTCC President Dr. Brad Johnson. 

From left, local resident Glen Gillean speaks with Simpson 
following the townhall meeting on the Northeast campus. 
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From left: NTCC Welding Association members Jacob Fortune, NTCC Welding Instructor 
Marcos Sanchez, Angela Hrelja, Dustin Smith, Justin Thacker, Carson Walker and Cody Brown, 
seated, show off their drift trike during a recent welding class. 

Special to The Eagle 

NTCC Presidential Schol-
ars Isaac Burris, and Morgan 
Capps both received top essay 
awards during the recent meet-
ing of the Texas State Histori-
cal Association (TSHA)  in 
Corpus Christi.

 At a session of the Walter 
Webb Society on 7 March, 
the collegiate auxiliary of the 
TSHA, Morgan Capps won 
2nd place and $300 for her es-
say on Ma and Pa Ferguson, 
a Texas gubernatorial couple 
during the early twentieth cen-
tury.  

Isaac Burris won 4th place 
and $75 for his essay on the 
dynamics of Sam Houston’s 
friendship with his slave, Jeff 
Hamilton.   NTCC Presidential 
Scholars thus won two of the 
four awards for essays for the 
freshman-sophomore division 
offered at the state level.

 Burris is a recent top gradu-
ate of Mount Pleasant High 
School, and Capps was the 
2014 Valedictorian at the Jef-
ferson Christian Academy.

 Honors Director, Dr. An-
drew Yox, noted that both 
Burris and Capps engaged in 

“almost brutal struggles with 
their subject matter, and both 
reached their own distinctive 
level of excellence.  Isaac per-
severed, writing and re-writing.  
Morgan was the conceptualizer, 
who coined memorable ideas 
such as ‘commensal couple’, 
and ‘symbiotic super-couple’.”

 NTCC scholars also featured 
a segment of their new film on 

Harriet Potter Ames at the Fri-
day Webb session, and Kelli 
Knepp and Miranda Mendoza 
published a chapter report in 
the journal Touchstone.  

Cassia Rose, who stars as 
Harriet in the film presented 
NTCC’s chapter activities at 
the meeting, and William Vil-
lalobos, the film producer, pro-
vided technical backup.

From left, Isaac Burris won fourth place from the Texas State 
Historical Association while Morgan Capps took second place. 

Capps and Burris win top 
state awards with essays
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Congrats to the NTCC  May Graduates
See you on May 9!

L3 Engineer speaks to the NTCC 
Math/Science Student Organization

Johnson talks to math/science students during his recent visit to the Northeast cam-
pus. His message encouraged students to take advantage of a community college edu-
cation. 
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