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about the brave acts that many 
people have done in the past.

“The thing we must remember 
is that there have always been 
people who stood up to express 
themselves. It doesn’t matter 
what the situation might be, 
somebody has to stand up and 
do something,” said Lloyd. 
“I’m so glad we come from a 
stock of people that were able to 
stand up and say, ‘Hey I’m not 
going to take this any longer, 
I’ve got to do something.’”

Lloyd used examples 
of influential black people 
throughout history to further 
drive his point across such 
as Dr. Carter G. Woodson, 
Langston Hughes and Ida B. 
Wells. He explained how their 
contributions to history should 
always be remembered.

“All these people that we 
learn about in February, and 
I hope that we don’t just learn 
about them in February. I 

hope we learn about them all 
through the year because they 
are Americans and they deserve 
to be talked about,” he said. 
“Their stories deserve to be 
told every month, not just one; 
and as we learn about them, we 
see that all of them stood up for 
a cause that was bigger than 
themselves.”

The event was closed with 
a rap written and performed 
by Willis and a closing 
statement from student and 
Brother to Brother member 
Adrian Hurndon, who thanked 
Brother Lloyd for bringing an 
inspirational message to the 
college community again this 
year. 

“With Patrick’s help, we have 
consistently provided a cultural 
experience for everyone to 
appreciate,” Hurndon said.

The NTCC Film Club also 
participated in Black History 
Month by screening the 1967 
film In the Heat of the Night 
starring Sidney Poitier and Rod 

Steiger. 
“We chose the film because 

it’s one of the first movies made 
by a major studio that had an 
African American lead after 
the Civil Rights Act of 1964,” 
NTCC English Professor Julie 
Ratliff said. 

Willis explained why 
NTCC’s celebration of Black 
History Month is important to 
the campus community.

“Black history is a part of 
everyone’s history. Everyone 
needs to be knowledgeable 
about it and the certain things 
that took place back then that 
paved the way for things we 
are able to do today,” said 
Willis. “Throughout Black 
History, there have been many 
lessons for everyone to learn 
from through the expressions 
of those that wanted to create 
positive change in the world. 
People were encouraged to 
voice their opinions based on 
their beliefs and desires to have 
equal opportunity.”

shooting, testified at the hearing 
against campus carry saying, 
“We survivors do not think that 
it is a good idea to have guns on 
campus.”

The legislation has the 
backing of the Texas State 
Rifle Association (TSRA) and 
the National Rifle Association 
(NRA). 

The TRSA’s website cites 
examples of past shootings 
at the University of Texas 
and Texas A&M and asks for 
support for the bill. 

“The TSRA – the state-
affiliate of the NRA – and our 
45,000 Texas members strongly 
support Senator Birdwell and 
his legislation allowing adult 
Texas concealed handgun 
licensees to have this option for 
personal protection with them 
in their vehicles, on campus 
property, and in the classroom,” 
Alice Tripp, Texas State 
Rifle Association Legislative 
Director, stated on the website. 

While the lawmakers in 
Austin discussed the safety 
issues that come with allowing 
weapons on campus, some of 
the Northeast administration, 
faculty members and students 
have been doing the same. 

“I guess one way to think 
about this is to ask the question 
“safer from what?” NTCC 
President Dr. Brad Johnson 
asked. 

“If we’re talking about 
being safer from just personal 
violence between people, fights 
or rapes or other things like 
that, then having more guns on 
campus could make us less safe 
because the lethality that might 
take place in a fight would be 
much greater if one or both of 
the people in the situation were 
armed,” he added. 

Another of Johnson’s 
concerns was dorm safety. 
Although the legislation says 
that colleges would have the 
right to put regulations in place 
concerning the storage of guns 
in residential areas, Johnson 
still voiced some concerns. 

“What responsibility do 
we have to provide students 

who might be authorized to 
possess a weapon, to provide 
them a secure place to store 
those weapons?” Johnson 
asked. “What responsibilities 
would we have because none 
of our facilities are designed to 
conform with an environment 
where a significant number of 
people are carrying weapons?” 

NTCC students are also 
debating this controversial 
issue among themselves. 

“With the proper training 
and with the right head on 
your shoulders, you could 
actually save lives if someone 
came on campus shooting,” 
said Northeast student Ryan 
Spigner. “This is not someone 
wanting to do harm. It’s to 
protect themselves and their 
fellow classmates.”

Despite some positive 
feedback on the issue, not all 
students like the idea of campus 
carry.

“I’m against it because 
basically you’re putting 
weapons in the hands of people 
who aren’t socially or mentally 
capable of that firepower,” 
NTCC student Elliot Peoples 
said. 

He went on to say that in 
a shooter situation, having 
multiple people equipped with 
guns would make it harder for 
law enforcement to differentiate 
between the shooter and the 
victims. 

Continuing along the same 
line, Northeast Security 
Director Russell Taylor said, 
“The police officer shows up on 
the scene of an active shooter 
and you have somebody in 
civilian clothes holding a 
firearm, it’s not going to be a 
good day for that person.” 

Richard Jones, director of 
Northeast’s Police Academy, 
said that while the bill might 
change a peace officer’s mindset 
about guns on campus, it would 
not change their response in an 
active shooter situation. 

NTCC Criminal Justice 
Professor Leonard Newman 
said the officers are trained to 
handle these types of situations. 

“Before, the general citizenry 
said we are not really judge, 

jury and executioner. We’re 
police officers,” Newman 
said. “We enforce the law, but 
because of the devastation that 
an active shooter leaves behind, 
police officers will respond to 
that. We’re to surgically take 
them out.” 

Though the two admitted 
their reservations about the 
bill’s approval, they were quick 
to point out the importance of 
personal protection. 

“I think it’s the personal 
responsibility of everyone to be 
their own protector,” Newman 
said. 

Jones added that along with 
gun ownership comes the need 
for individuals to learn how to 
handle a weapon. 

“You need to look at a gun as 
if it were a garden tool. That’s 
all it is,” Jones added. “It’s just 
a tool that you can learn to use 
effectively and safely.” 

NTCC Sociology Professor 
Windell Doddy disputed 
Birdwell’s claims that these 
were “God-given, constitutional 
rights.” 

“I’ve never heard that God 
said, ‘Go forth and get a pistol,’” 
Doddy said. “History is replete 
with college murders.” 

According to the National 
Conference of State 
Legislatures (NCSL), if the bill 
passes, Texas would become 
the eighth state to allow campus 
carry, following Idaho, Kansas, 
Oregon, Colorado, Mississippi, 
Utah and Wisconsin. The NCSL 
also reports that 20 states, 
including Texas and California, 
ban carrying a weapon onto a 
college campus, while 23 states 
allow the individual institutions 
to decide. 

Though the argument 
continues in Austin and on the 
Northeast campus, Johnson said 
it comes down to one question. 

“I do believe that all U.S. 
citizens who have not violated 
the law in some way have a 
right to apply for and possess 
weapons,” said Johnson. 
“The question is whether we 
are allowed to possess them 
everywhere or whether there 
is some kind of reasonable 
boundaries.”

During the meeting, the board debated whether 
to ask the public to raise the current 10 cent tax 
cap by 3 cents or 4 cents, before deciding on the 
3 cent increase. 

“All this to me is a little bit of a compromise. 
I wanted the 14 cents,” said Board President Dr. 
Dan McCauley. “I don’t think the issue is three 
or four. I think the issue is people voting against 
taxes or voting for it.”

Additionally, the board discussed the upcom-
ing changes in tuition. Starting in the summer, in 
and out of district tuition will be raised by 3 per-
cent as will room and board in the east residential 
housing. 

However, due to the increase in competition 
from other colleges offering dual credit online, 
the board decided to lower dual credit tuition. In-
district dual credit students will see a drop from 
$255 to $200 for three credit hours. While tuition 
for dual credit students who live out of the district 
will see a decrease from $426 to $300. 

Johns voiced concerns that the decrease for 
dual credit students might hurt the college if the 
bond election does not passed. “If this bond elec-

tion doesn’t pass,” said Johns, “We may have to 
reconsider. We can’t keep the doors open.” 

The board voiced some concern that because 
the previous election was held during a general 
election, the upcoming election could have low 
voter turnout. “I do think that if the students and 
their families understand the alternative it might 
drive some more turnout,” said McCauley. “We 
have a lot to offer down here.”

Addressing the board, Johnson was adamant 
that the college is still successfully completing its 
mission despite the imminent need for repairs on 
the 30-year-old building. 

“The dilemma I find myself in is that on the 
one hand, the challenges we face are absolutely 
real and imminent. We must address these issues, 
there is no choice,” he said. “On the other hand, 
this college stands at the cusp of being able to 
become an even much more prominent economic 
player with its reach over the next ten years.” 

He compared the college’s current dilemma to 
a successful company that is operating out of a 
building that needs refurbishing. 

“We are doing outstanding work,” Johnson 
said. “Our students are getting tremendous op-
portunities as a result of what’s happened here.”

Program focuses on past lessons

NTCC community split on law

Ronald Bowden, the former Deputy Director of Science and Technology at Raytheon, re-
cently spoke with students from the NTCC Math/Science Student Organization. His presen-
tation, which was titled Terrain Contour Matching (TERCOM), discussed the Tomahawk 
Cruise Missile and the background, development and application of TERCOM, which aids 
the missile’s guidance system. He also talked about TERCOM related applications, the 
Predator and GlobalHawk drone aircrafts. Bowden is the father of NTCC Learning Re-
source Center Director Ron Bowden. 

Former Raytheon deputy director 
speaks to math/science students
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come rise by $3.50 for every dollar invested at a 
college and/or university. 

Texas benefits to the tune of $13.50 for every 
dollar invested because of increased earnings of 
its citizens and lower social services/law enforce-
ment costs. 

Taxpayers also realize a substantial gain of 
$6.40 in added tax revenue and public sector sav-
ings for every dollar spent in the higher education 
sector.

The higher education sector employed 213,627 
full-time and part-time employees in FY 13 with 
a combined payroll of $11.4 billion, while the 
institutions spend $9.6 billion to support opera-
tions. The net effect of colleges and university 
operations was to add $15.7 billion into the state’s 

economy in 2012-2012. At this time, NTCC con-
tributes more than 200 full-time and about 150 
part-time jobs to the local economy.

“At the end of the day, NTCC creates jobs 
for people in the community and also provides 
training that results in a more skilled workforce,” 
Johnson said. “Those who pushed for the creation 
of the college 30 years ago knew this to be true 
and time has left no doubt as NTCC is now one of 
the major economic drivers of our area.” 

The report was released by Economic Model-
ing Specialists International (EMSI) on behalf of 
the Texas Association of Community Colleges, 
Texas Council of Public University Presidents 
and Chancellors, and Independent Colleges and 
Universities of Texas. Funding for the project 
was provided in part by the Sid Richardson Foun-
dation.

Continued from Page 1

EMSI report shows college benefits
Continued from Page 1

By Jessica Drumm
Copy Editor

With the shuffling of cards and the infectious 
sound of laughter, the Northeast Texas Commu-
nity College Table Top Club has started up again 
for the third semester in a row. 

The NTCC Table Top Club is a place where ev-
eryone is welcome, whether they are a gamer or 
not. It’s a place where people can go to play board 
or card games with friends and meet other fellow 
gamers on campus. As the third semester in a row 
that Table Top has been running, plans are in mo-
tion to make it even more fun this year with new 

games and a tournament. Billy Attaway, president 
of the Table Top Club, said the group have sever-
al things they hope to make happen this semester. 

“We hope to get new members and we may be 
holding a board game tournament this semester.” 
Billy said. 

The NTCC Table Top Club meets every Thurs-
day from 2:30 to 4:30 p.m. in Humanities room 
101. 

So whether you are a gamer old or new, stop by 
the NTCC Table Top Club and share in the many 
adventures and laughs that are to be had there. 

For more information on the club contact Julie 
Ratliff at jratliff@ntcc.edu

Table Top gamers are in the zone
Students from the Table Top Club play a board game during the group’s Thursday afternoon 
gaming session. 
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Have fun and be safe!

Spring Break 
March 9-13


