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GEOG 1301.083FE – Physical Geography
Course Syllabus: Fall 2 – 2026

“Northeast Texas Community College exists to provide personal, dynamic learning experiences empowering students to succeed.”


Instructor: Jeff Isom, Associate Professor
Office: Online
Phone: Online
Email: jisom@ntcc.edu  
	Weekday
	Office Hours

	Monday
	By Appointment - Online

	Tuesday
	By Appointment - Online

	Wednesday
	By Appointment - Online

	Thursday
	By Appointment - Online

	Friday
	By Appointment - Online



This syllabus serves as the documentation for all course policies and requirements, assignments, and instructor/student responsibilities.
Information relative to the delivery of the content contained in this syllabus is subject to change. Should that happen, the student will be notified.

Course Description: 3 credit hours. Online Course. Three hours of class each week.
An introductory survey course emphasizing the function of geophysical systems, and ways in which the physical environment integrates with global human activity, both directly and indirectly. These influences act through climate, landforms, soils, and vegetation. 

Student Learning Outcomes:
Upon successful completion of this course, students will: 
· Demonstrate an understanding of the principles of scientific investigation as they apply to Earth’s physical systems and processes. 
· Describe and explain the processes of Earth’s physical systems: weather and climate, water, ecosystems, geologic processes and landform development. 
· Demonstrate an understanding of the interactions among the Earth’s physical systems. 
· Demonstrate an understanding of the modifications humans make to the environment through interactions with Earth’s physical systems.

Evaluation/Grading Policy: 
The breakdown of the course requirements is as follows:


Semester grades will be earned as follows

	Percentage
	Letter Grade

	90% and above
	A

	80 %–89%
	B

	70 %–79%
	C

	60%–69 %
	D

	59.9% and below
	F



Incomplete grades will only be given under special conditions upon consultation with the instructor prior to final exams. If an incomplete grade is given, the remaining coursework must be completed within a specified period of time, usually six weeks from the end of the semester. If the work is not completed within the given time the student will receive a failing grade for the course.
Dual Credit Students: Your overall grade is available throughout the semester on Blackboard. Please be advised that your guidance counselor will be alerted at any point in the semester if your overall grade drops below 75%
Required Instructional Materials: 
· Free Textbook: Available in Blackboard Modules (students may download chapters, then review, study, highlight, or use “find” function to search text) 
· Open Educational Resources (OER) textbooks used in this course as reference, thus FREE for students use:
· Ritter, Michael E. The Physical Environment: An Introduction to Physical Geography. OER-Commons. December 31, 2024.  https://www.thephysicalenvironment.com/
· Patrich, Jeremy. Physical Geography. December 31. 2024. https://oercommons.org/courses/introduction-to-physical-geography

· The instructor may post news articles, websites, supplemental documents, and required readings and/or videos within the Blackboard Learning System to broaden students’ perspective of the world’s geography.

· [bookmark: Learning_Activities_and_Assessment]Blackboard Ultra is used for all NTCC classes, and all NTCC College students are expected to check Blackboard regularly for announcements, messages, and coursework.

· Instructor Handouts/Downloads and Websites (URL) via Blackboard

Optional Instructional Materials: 
None

Minimum Technology Requirements:
You must have access to a computer and internet to take this course. (Note: iPads and other handheld devices don’t always work completely with Blackboard assignments.)

Required Computer Literacy Skills: 
Ability to use Blackboard and Microsoft Office programs, which are provided free to all enrolled NTCC students.

Course Structure and Overview: 
The primary objective is for you to describe how the physical geography of a region can be unique yet also share many qualities with other regions. Although you will learn the locations of key places and landforms to become globally aware citizens, this course’s objective is not to promote or reward memorization but to instill a deeper understanding of our Physical Geography Systems. The purpose of this course is to provide a geographical context for natural events, to make spatial connections, and to understand the importance of geographical contexts in our everyday lives. By the end of this course, you should be able to read and synthesize maps as well as comprehend the natural hazards and changes of the Earth system that occur daily across the globe.

Weekly Modules are used within Blackboard Ultra including Textbook PowerPoint slides, Video Quiz assignments. Students will complete various assignments for each assigned module (chapters). Students will read textbook chapters and answer REVIEW questions on the reading with assignments, assignments, and quizzes listed in Blackboard, and Participate in Discussion threads on Blackboard. Grades are based on completion of each module by DUE DATE.  Late assignments are penalized 10%.

Communications: 
Email or Blackboard Message is the best way to communicate with the Professor. In your email/message, include your first and last name and the geography course you are enrolled in. Email/Blackboard Message responses within 24hr for most questions. Contact Professor via NTCC Email or Blackboard course message with any questions/concerns. One-on-One meetings such as Zoom, Telephone, can be arranged with a scheduled time/date.
Faculty-student interaction and student-student interaction – Online Class Discussion – Periodic Class discussion, ranging from informal discussions to organized discussion topics will be an important part of the class. It is vital that the students participate in the discussions to receive the maximum benefit from the course. Students will be expected to participate in discussions based on instructor-initiated questions, using the Discussion Board function of Blackboard. Critical comments from the instructor on student responses to discussion questions will be delivered as private emails and not posted to the Discussion Board. The instructor will periodically ‘intervene’ in the Discussion Board to re-direct, correct, or elaborate on the interactive class discussions. Discussion scores are posted on the Blackboard site according to an appropriately time schedule to give students clear indication of their progress. Discussion Topics will be on relevant Current Events of the Topics we are studying.
Expectations and Feedback – Occasional Instructor Announcements are posted on the Blackboard course site to remind students of certain due dates, changes, discussions topics, and any new course material provided via the course Blackboard site. The instructor will provide feedback as needed to students concerning the completion and assessed quality of written assignments. Exam, Quiz, Discussion, and Assignment scores are posted on the Blackboard site according to an appropriately time schedule to give students clear indication of their progress. Additional student-instructor interaction will be available via Blackboard, email or through appointment only.

Institutional/Course Policy: 
Grades are based on completion of each module by DUE DATE.  Late assignments are penalized 10%.
Students are always expected to be respectful toward classmates and professors. Review Student Conduct in the Student Handbook.
Online Attendance is expected. Students are expected to log-in regularly for course. Course participation is necessary for maximum success in course. Assignments due dates should be met. 
NOTE: The Department of Education requires institutions of higher education to report non-attendance/non-participation of all students (even students who do not utilize federal aid). For this class, your initial attendance is based upon participation in Module 1 – assignments the FIRST WEEK of course. You will be dropped for non-participation per NTCC College’s interpretation of federal regulations. Course reinstatement fees may be applied.

Alternate Operations During Campus Closure and/or Alternate Course Delivery Requirements:
In the event of an emergency, announced campus closure, INTERNET OUTAGES due to a natural disaster, it may be necessary for Northeast Texas Community College to move to altered operations. During this time, Northeast Texas Community College may opt to continue delivery of instruction through methods that include, but are not limited to, online conferencing, email messaging, and/or an alternate schedule.  It is the responsibility of the student to monitor NTCC’s website (http://www.ntcc.edu/) for instructions about continuing courses remotely, Blackboard for each class for course-specific communication, and NTCC email for important general information.

Additionally, there may be instances where a course may not be able to be continued in the same delivery format as it originates (fully online).  Should this be the case, every effort will be made to continue instruction in an alternative delivery format.  Students will be informed of any changes of this nature through email messaging and/or the Blackboard course site.
Statement Regarding the Use of Artificial Intelligence (AI) Technology: 
Employees and students shall be permitted to explore artificial intelligence (AI) and implement its use in the course in accordance with policy and administrative regulations. The use of AI shall only be as a support tool to enhance student outcomes or as necessary to engage in research and shall never take the place of student decision-making. Any use of AI must comply with law, policy, and administrative regulations relating to student and employee privacy and data security. A student shall only use AI tools with faculty permission and shall be expected to produce original work and properly credit sources, including AI tools used in creating the work. 

Example:
APA (7th edition)
OpenAI. (2026). ChatGPT (March 25 version) [Large language model]. https://chat.openai.com/
MLA (9th edition)
OpenAI. ChatGPT. 25 Mar. 2026, https://chat.openai.com/.

Employees or students who use AI tools to deceptively harm, bully, or harass others shall be disciplined in accordance with policy. [See DH, DIA series, FFD series, FFE, FLB, and the FM series] AI Use by Employees and Students. Northeast Texas Community College 225500 TECHNOLOGY RESOURCES CRB ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE (LOCAL) DATE ISSUED: 12/8/2025 1 of 1 UPDATE 50 CRB(LOCAL)-AJC Adopted: 12/16/2025

NTCC Academic Honesty/Ethics Statement:
NTCC upholds the highest standards of academic integrity. The college expects all students to engage in their academic pursuits in an honest manner that is beyond reproach using their intellect and resources designated as allowable by the course instructor. Students are responsible for addressing questions about allowable resources with the course instructor. Academic dishonesty such as cheating, plagiarism, and collusion is unacceptable and may result in disciplinary action. This course will follow the NTCC Academic Honesty and Academic Ethics policies stated in the Student Handbook.  Refer to the student handbook for more information on these subjects.

ADA Statement:
It is the policy of NTCC to provide reasonable accommodation for qualified individuals who are students with disabilities. This College will adhere to all applicable federal, state, and local laws, regulations, and guidelines with respect to providing reasonable accommodation as required to afford equal educational opportunity. It is the student’s responsibility to request accommodation. An appointment can be made with the Academic Advisor/Coordinator of Special Populations located in Student Services and can be reached at 903-434-8264. For more information and to obtain a copy of the Request for Accommodations, please refer to the special populations page on the NTCC website.  

General Accessibility Statement
This course is accessible by design. If there are any barriers to your success, involvement, and engagement in this class, please inform instructor to explore creative solutions. I encourage students with disabilities to contact the Accessibility Services Office in Humanities 103C to arrange for services or by email at mpemberton@ntcc.edu or jperez@ntcc.edu. If you have already been granted accommodation, please contact me so that we can work together to develop a plan that works for you and your learning preferences or needs.

Ally 
Northeast Texas Community College (NTCC) has a license for Ally, a digital accessibility tool designed to help make more accessible content to all students, regardless of disability status or official accommodations. For example, a student could download a syllabus (originally formatted as a Microsoft Word document) as an audio file, translated version, or digital publishing file to be read with an eReader program. Other alternative formats made available to students are OCR’d PDFs, Tagged PDFs, HTML, Braille Ready File format, Microsoft Immersive Reader, and BeeLine Reader. Students do not need to ask for permission or disclose to access the alternative formats, they are readily available for all who wish to use them.

Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA):
The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) is a federal law that protects the privacy of student education records. The law applies to all schools that receive funds under an applicable program of the U.S. Department of Education. FERPA gives parents certain rights with respect to their children’s educational records. These rights transfer to the student when he or she attends a school beyond the high school level. Students to whom the rights have transferred are considered “eligible students.” In essence, a parent has no legal right to obtain information concerning the child’s college records without the written consent of the student. In compliance with FERPA, information classified as “directory information” may be released to the general public without the written consent of the student unless the student makes a request in writing. Directory information is defined as: the student’s name, permanent address and/or local address, telephone listing, dates of attendance, most recent previous education institution attended, other information including major, field of study, degrees, awards received, and participation in officially recognized activities/sports.


	
	
	
	
	Course Outline and Schedule (Print ME)
Physical Geography - GEOG 1301 Fall 2 – 2026 (8-Week) 

	
	Dates
	
	
	Assignments

	19 
	 19 – 23 Oct 
	
	
	 Read Syllabus, then complete Syllabus Acknowledgement Quiz

	
	(Friday)
	
	
	Discussion Board – Introduce Self “Icebreaker” - DUE

	
	
	
	
	

	 
	Module 1 – 
	
	
	Introduction to Physical Geography

	
	19 Oct – 1 Nov
	
	
	Ch 1 Essentials of Physical Geography – Assignments DUE

	
	(Sunday)
	
	
	Ch 2 Earth Systems – Assignments DUE

	
	 2 - weeks
	
	
	Ch4 Energy and Radiation – Assignments DUE

	
	
	
	
	Map Quiz and Exam 1 DUE

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Module 2 
	
	
	Ch 5 Air Temperature –Assignments DUE

	
	2 – 15 Nov
	
	
	Ch 3 The Atmosphere – Assignments DUE

	
	(Sunday)
	
	
	Ch 6 Atmospheric Pressure, Winds, and Circulation – Assignments DUE

	
	2- weeks
	
	
	Ch 7 Humidity, Condensation, and Precipitation – Assignments DUE

	
	
	
	
	Ch 8 Air Masses and Weather Systems – Assignments DUE

	
	
	
	
	Meteorological Discussion DUE

	
	
	
	
	Exam 2 DUE 

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Module 3
	
	
	Ch 9 Climate Classification – Assignments DUE

	
	16 – 22 Nov 
	
	
	Ch 12 & 13 Biogeography & Earth’s Biomes – Assignments DUE

	
	(Sunday)
	
	
	Ch 11 Pedology – Mindtap assignments DUE

	
	1 - week
	
	
	Climate movie Discussion DUE

	
	
	
	
	Exam 3 Due

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Module 4
	
	
	Ch 14 & 15 Earth Materials & Plate Tectonics –Assignments DUE

	
	23 – 29 Nov
	
	
	Ch 15 & 16 Tectonism and Volcanism –Assignments DUE

	
	(Sunday)
	
	
	Ch 17 Weathering, Erosion, and Mass Wasting –Assignments DUE

	
	1 - week
	
	
	Geomorphology Discussion DUE

	
	
	
	
	Exam 4 DUE

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Module 5
	
	
	Ch 10 Subsurface Water & Karst –Assignments DUE

	
	30 Nov – 6 Dec
	
	
	Ch 18 Fluvial Processes and Landforms –Assignments DUE

	
	(Sunday)
	
	
	Ch 20 Arid Region and Eolian Landforms –Assignments DUE

	
	1 – week
	
	
	Natural Hazard Discussion DUE

	
	
	
	
	Exam 5 DUE

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Module 6 
	
	
	Ch 19 Glacial Systems and Landforms –Assignments DUE

	
	7 – 10 Dec
(Thursday) Midnight
	
	
	Ch 21 Coastal Processes and Landforms –Assignments DUE
Exam 6 DUE
Final Exam DUE

	
	Short week
	
	
	Note: Thursday, December 10, 2026, 11:59pm - DEADLINE for END of course. All course materials must be submitted. NO EXCEPTIONS




		
image1.jpeg
NORTHEAST TEXAS
COMMUNITY COLLEGE




